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Is.66.18-21. Heb.12.5-7,11-13. Lk.13.22-30 
 
Our life is a journey, and at times we stand at the crossroads, not knowing 
which way to travel. There are two ways - a broad way and a narrow way. 
The broad way leads to perdition and the narrow way leads to eternal life.  
 

Jesus in today’s gospel has asked us to travel by the narrow one. As far as God is concerned, the 
way to salvation is open to all, but God will not save anyone by force. Each person that comes 
into this world has to accept or reject the salvation that God offers. 
 
The gospel contains some precious lessons: 

1. Belonging to this or that group of people is no guarantee to be saved. In his love God 
chose the people of Israel to prepare the way for the Messiah to come and to lead all 
nations to accept him, but gradually led by their pride, the Jews misinterpreted God’s 
love for them and came to a wrong conclusion that by the mere fact of belonging to the 
people of Israel, all Jews were destined to be saved, while all non-Jews were doomed to 
be lost. It was this opinion of the Pharisees regarding salvation what moved the man in 
today’s gospel to ask Jesus. Is it true that only a few are saved? The reply of Jesus to the 
man is: the fact of belonging to the Pharisees’ party or even to the people of Israel does 
not save anyone. Neither no one can claim to be saved since they lived in Jesus’ time or 
knew him personally. Therefore, those who think that they have privileged entry-permit 
into the kingdom because they have some acquaintance with Jesus, because they shared a 
meal at the Eucharist, because they have heard some Sunday sermons, because they 
belong to some Christian establishment may be disappointed. That is Christ’s warning, 
and we need to take it seriously. 

2. What really saves us is to faithfully carry out the task God has entrusted to each one and 
to humbly repent of one’s own failures. After having said that the mere fact of belonging 
to the people of Israel was no guarantee to be saved and that we should strive to enter 
God’s Kingdom, Jesus concludes today’s passage by saying: men from the east and west, 
from north and south, will come to take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 
With these words, Jesus is confirming the prophecy of Isaiah, a most consoling prophecy, 
contained in today’s first reading. The Jews were back from exile, though they had 
managed to rebuild their beloved Temple, it stood no comparison with the one which 
Solomon had built and their enemies had destroyed. Their poverty brought them 
discouragement. Through the prophet Isaiah God told them that they had no reason for 
getting discouragement. Because from among the few people returned from exile, God 
would send messengers to the farthest regions of the world. The countries mentioned in 
the prophecy are the farthest regions the Jews knew about in those days. Called by these 
messengers, an extraordinary number of people would flock to Jerusalem, using every 
possible means of transport known at the time. Non-Jews were strictly forbidden to offer 
sacrifices at the Temple of Jerusalem, but these foreigners would be allowed. And the 



sacrifices they would offer would be acceptable to God as those of Israelites. In other 
words, all those people would become God’s chosen people just as the Jews were. 

3. The last verse in today’s reading is truly remarkable. God says that those people become 
so acceptable that he would choose from among them some to serve him at the Temple. 
“And some of them I will make priests and Levites,” says Yahweh. (Is.66.21). The words 
of Jesus announcing that people from east to west, from north and south would be 
admitted into God’s kingdom not only confirm the prophecy of Isaiah but also provide 
the complete answer to the question the man had put to Jesus. Whether only a few people 
would be saved? Jesus’ answer could be as follows: You ask me if only a few people will 
be saved, well here is my answer: Millions upon millions not only from among the Jews 
but also from every nation in the world will be saved. Salvation is open to everyone, only 
those who reject it will be lost. If you knew the largeness of God’s heart and his love for 
every single person who comes into the world, you would not have put such question. 
You too are invited to be saved, hasten to enter God’s kingdom, to submit to my Father’s 
loving rule and you will surely be saved. 

 
God wants everyone be saved, he wants us all home with him in heaven, and he is always at 
work to save everyone in the world, but he will not save anyone by force, truly, our salvation is 
God’s work, but we too have a share of work to put in and we will not be saved unless we 
contribute it. To belong to this or that group of people counts nothing to be saved, what counts is 
to do God’s will and love one’s own neighbor. If we wish to enter through the gates of heaven, 
we must leave sin and pride behind. Persevering in sin amounts to rejecting God’s salvation. 
God’s heart is larger than ours and his home spacious enough to lodge us all. One of our most 
pleasant surprises on reaching heaven will be to find out how incredibly large is the number of 
people saved. The number keeps on growing day by day; we must strive to be counted in the 
number one day. 


